Bennington County Solid Waste Alliance

Arlington, Bennington, Dorset, Glastenbury, Manchester, Pownal, Rupert, Sandgate, Searsburg,
Shaftsbury, Stamford, Sunderland, and Woodford

The Bennington County Solid Waste Alliance (BCSWA) represents a partnership of 13 towns working
together to reduce the amount of waste disposed in landfills through recycling, reuse, repair, and
through other means of resource conservation. Since 2015, BCSWA has followed a solid waste
implementation plan to assist residents, schools, businesses, and other organizations meet the
requirements of Vermont’s Universal Recycling Law.

In July of 2023 BCSWA opened a new household hazardous waste collection facility at the Bennington
Transfer Station. The facility was open one day per week throughout the fall and collected paint,
pesticides, cleaning products, flammable liquids, and other landfill banned items from 225 families and
small businesses in the area. The facility was built under budget at a cost of $106,739.74. A grant from
Vermont DEC financed 60% of the cost with the member towns of the Alliance funding the remainder.
The Alliance projects that the facility will reduce annual operations costs when compared to the
previous model of hosting disposal events, and that the savings will pay for construction costs in

approximately 3 years.

The Alliance hosts a website at www.bcswa.org, and is present on social media at
facebook.com/solidwastealliance, instagram.com/bcswa_vt, and youtube.com/@bcswa. Outreach on
these channels provide resources and information to residents about:

e Scheduling a household hazardous waste drop off appointment

e Battery recycling through the Call2Recycle program

e Disposal of used motor oil at retail establishments and select transfer stations

e Recycling of paint through the PaintCare program, including retail stores that accept
paint

e Prescription drug disposal including drop-off locations

e Recycling of textiles by the Apparel Impact, Goodwill, and others

e Disposing of fluorescent bulbs, compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) and other mercury
items at transfer stations and retail establishments

e Disposal of E-Waste at area transfer stations, Goodwill, Staples, and retail
establishments

e Diverting food scraps by composting and annual sales of compost bins and kitchen
containers

e Reduced price composting equipment available at the BCSWA online store

e Waste reduction resources for businesses, schools, events, institutions and residents

During 2023 the Alliance assisted 41 businesses, held composting and Recycling events at local libraries,
produced regular content for public access television stations, and hosted tables at several farmers

markets.

Visit beswa.org for updates and details. The Alliance is funded by the thirteen member towns of the
alliance proportional to their population, along with grants from the Vermont Agency of Natural
Resources and the Agency of Agriculture and Markets.



